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But it was in vain that Bruening sought to infuse into the
defending side the same enthusiasm as filled the attack. The
centre parties had never had a good fighting record and the Social
Democrats were in poor heart; "he is not our man but he is
against Hitler" is a poor election cry. Assailed triumphantly on
the one side by the Communists who accused them of supporting
a uniform, on the other by the Hitlerites who accused them of
being "bad Socialists," the rank and file were apathetic; at best
they were capable of little more than a dour defensive. Even the
consciousness that they were losing votes not only to Thaelmann
but to Hitler could not rally the party; it was morally beaten;
it had admitted that it could not fight for Socialism, and in a
battle that might be decisive of the fate of the movement it could
appeal only to party discipline.

All the fire and energy was on the other side. Hitler was in
a mood approaching his madness of 1923. He breathed forth
blood and slaughter, promised any fantasticalness that occurred
to him, assumed that the revolutionary moment was at hand, the
revolution that would save Germany; he was no longer the leader;
he was the new Messiah, as red as the angel of the revolution
himself. The evidence of his progress was so clear, the rumours
of approaching coup d'etat so circumstantial, that willy-nilly
Hindenburg had himself to go to the microphone to appeal for
votes in the name of patriotism; it was not an experience that
commended itself to him and in that hour he was finished with
the democratic system. As the polling-day approached the excite-
ment rose dangerously; here and there Storm Troops received
hasty orders for mobilization and in the Ministry of Defence the
Reichswehr staif debated anxiously whether or not to send out
orders to the local divisions to stand to. In almost intolerable
tension the nation went to the poll and in even greater tension
awaited the result until late that night it was clear that Hitler
was out. The final figures were:

Hindenburg......    18,654,000

Hitler            ......    11,341,000

Thaelmann......      4^982,000

Duesterberg.....,     2,558,000